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CITIZENSHIP, DIVERSITY & OPPORTUNITIES AT MMS! 

Manatee Middle School 
 

College & Career 

Ready! 

Our  

School 

at a Glance  

Demographics  

 

909 students  

65% Hispanic  

8% White  

27% Black  

8% Gifted 

10% ELL 

 

Faculty 

 

58 Teachers  

2.2 Guidance  

Counselors  

1 Intervention 

Special ist  

1 Reading Coach  

1 .5  M ath  R e s our ce  

1  Science Coach  

1 Speech & Lan-

guage Specialist  

 14 Support Staf f  

4 ELL Tutors  

1 Parent Involve-

ment Assistant  

3 Administrators  

 

Our Vision for Learning 

Hello MMS Parents & 

Families, 

It’s 2016 and Manatee Middle 

School is ROARing about our 

school’s simulated grade from 

the Florida Department of 

Education.  Did you know 

MMS’ school grade is a B ?  

That’s right, our students, staff 

and families should be proud of 

this wonderful improvement!   I 

am honored to work in a school 

where the focus is always on 

challenging students to aim 

high in all aspects of education.  

Thank you for helping us 

ROAR!    

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Pamela A. Vickaryous 

Principal 

Hear us ROAR 
in 2016! 

Statewide Assessments P.2 

Student Life P.3 

Academic Accomplishments 

Highest Algebra 1 results in the county 

Improved to a “B” school in 2015 

Recognized PBS school in the county 

Digital Leadership School for Innovation 
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Ms. Loughman’s entrepre-

neurial students started to 

learn what goes into a busi-

ness with  recent a popcorn 

fundraiser!  Proceeds from 

this will fund field trips to 

local businesses to learn 

more career skills. 

SOCIAL STUDIES STUDENTS ARE THINKING CRITICALLY 

Manatee Middle students are using reading and writing to gain new information 

in Social Studies.  6th graders investigate ancient civilizations, 7th graders look at 

Civics and 8th graders dive into U.S. History.  Learning history and incorporating 

technology into our lessons challenges our students everyday!  It’s fun! 

MUSIC, MUSIC and more MUSIC! 

Manatee Middle music students are preparing for 

their upcoming Music Performance Assessments.  

Best wishes to Mr. Colon, Mr. Bunnens and all of 

our music students. 

Saturday, January 16 
Soccer: MMS vs. ENM at East Naples 

Girls @ 8:00 am; Boys @ 9:15 am 
Basketball: MMS vs. ENM at Marco Charter 

Girls @ 10:30 am; Boys @ 11:45 am 
 

Saturday, January 30 
Soccer: MMS vs. ENM at East Naples 

No Girls Game;  Boys @ 9:15 am 
Basketball: MMS vs. MCM at Marco Charter 

Girls @ 10:30 am; Boys @ 11:45 am 
 

Saturday, January 23 
Soccer: MMS vs. GCS at Manatee 
Girls @ 10:30 am; Boys @ 11:45 am 

Basketball: MMS vs. PRM at Marco Charter 
Girls @ 8:00 am; Boys @ 9:15 am 

 
Saturday, February 6 

Soccer: MMS vs. MCM at Manatee 
Girls @ 8:00 am; Boys @ 9:15 am:  

Double Header:  Girls @ 10:30 vs. ENM 
Basketball: MMS vs. GCS at Marco Charter 

Girls @ 10:30 am; Boys @ 11:45 am 

JOIN US FOR SOCCER AND BASKETBALL GAMES!   



 

Our Students Use Technology to…  

Explore, Create, and Problem Solve 

From the Assistant Principal of Curriculum & Instruction 

Debate 

Team 
Mrs. Torres  would 

like you to know how 

proud she is of our 

MMS Debate Team.  

With many returning 

debaters and several 

dynamic new 

members this year, 

our Debate Team is polishing up their 

speaking, researching and competition skills.  

Some topics the team has debated this year 

are:   

 Would Year Round school increase student 

achievement in Collier County? 

 Would the U.S. Treasury’s decision to add a 

woman onto the $10 bill be an effective way to 

celebrate the anniversary of the 19th 

Amendment? 

 Should voting be compulsory for all of-age 

citizens in the United States? 

The Debate Team is currently focusing on 

strengthening the crossfires, which is the 

claim/ counterclaim part of the debate.  It is 

the team’s mission to compete in a respectful 

and organized manner each and every time.  

To that end, MMS Debate Team ROARS! 

HURRICANE 

INTRAMURAL 

SPORTS PROGRAM 

Coach Huneke along with the 

exceptional athletic staff of Coach 

Haire, Coach Wingrove 

and Coach Wennlund 

recently launched the 

volleyball intramural 

program.  Many of our 

students took time to 

be a part of the intramural program 

this past fall.  The intramural 

program will soon offer co-ed soccer 

and basketball.  All intramural 

sports are geared towards 

developing student athlete’s skills, 

determination, confidence and 

motivation.  Moreover, the MMS 

intramural program is building 

leadership and team work to help 

our students be life-long learners.   

Coach Huneke is extremely proud of 

the students and coaching staff for 

this full year implementation of 

intramurals at Manatee Middle 

School.  Soon, Coach Huneke will 

begin teaching our students 

“Pickleball”. 

Mark Your Calendar 

for Feb. 4th at 6pm   

Parent Workshop on 

Cyber Safety and Dig-

ital Responsibility  

NOTES from LANGUAGE ARTS: 

                           “There are so many wonderful things taking place on a daily 

basis in MMS English Language Arts classrooms,” says department chair 

Mr. David.  The daily focus is on providing students with the skills and 

strategies to become critical thinkers and problem solvers for the 21st cen-

tury.  Students receive hands on and cooperative learning opportunities to 

engage with complex texts and current events.  In addition, the latest tech-

nology is a staple in our ELA classrooms and can be used at home by our 

students.  Take some time to ask your child about them, you might be sur-

prised where the discussion will take you! 

From the Desk of the 
Assistant Principal  

of  

Attendance & Discipline 

 

Ms. Christina Zima 

Over 900 Manatee Middle students 

received blankets prior to the Winter 

break thanks to our local community 

partner, Marco Island Lutheran Church.  

A big credit goes to our students for 

following the expectations and exceed-

ing them.  From this time forward, we 

are in the SOCK ZONE!  This means stu-

dents will receive MMS custom socks 

for having zero tardies, infractions and 

referrals.  It is my hope that our stu-

dents will continue to flourish with our 

Positive Behavior Support program and 

earn the highly sought after MMS 

Socks! 

     On another note, now is the time to 

remember how important attendance is 

to your child’s education.  If you are not 

here to learn, your child will fall behind.  

Attendance is critical and especially as 

we approach state testing.  Also, a re-

minder that our early pick up policy is in 

effect.  Should you need to pick up your 

child, please do so at the following 

times: 

 9:52am 

 10:42– 11:03am 

 11:53am 

 1:20pm 

 2:10pm 

 And 3:00pm is the latest dismissal 

time for early pick up 

This is STRICTLY ENFORCED.  Any 

student after this time will be re-

leased at 3:50pm.  Plan accordingly 

when scheduling appointments.  

Thank you! 

Subjects Grade    

Level(s) 

Spring Testing 

Dates 

ELA Writing 6-8 March 1, 2016 

ELA Reading/Math 7 April 11-15, 2016 

ELA Reading/Math 6 April 18-22, 2016 

ELA Reading/Math 8 April 25-29, 2016 

Science 8 May 3, 2016 

Algebra 1 8 May 10-11, 2016 

Civics 7 May 17,2016 

Good luck to all of our Hurricanes on their FSA 

Exams! If you have any questions, please visit our 

school website or call me at 377-4400.  

Dr. Rebecca Merhar, APC 

Assistant Principal of Curriculum & Instruction 

Florida Standards Assessments are around the corner.  The FSA Testing Schedule is below and can also 

be found on our website.  State testing begins in March 2016.  A few reminders to help support our stu-

dents during testing time and ensure they do their best on every test: 

         Be at school every day.  

          Get a good night’s sleep. 

         Eat a healthy breakfast.  

         Arrive to school on time.  

After School  

HURRICANE  

ACADEMY 

 

Hurricane Academy pro-

vides a year round super-

vised after school pro-

gram for MMS students.  

Joining forces with the 

Boys & Girls Club, MMS 

teachers work four days a 

week to offer “Homework 

Power Hour”, Academic 

Programs for Language 

Arts and Math using state 

of the art computerized 

differentiated interven-

tion and enrichment pro-

grams, exploratory activi-

ties and games, sports, 

clubs, dinner and reward 

programs. 

 

If you’d like your child 

enrolled in Hurricane 

Academy, please contact 

Mrs. Costello at (239)377-

4400. 

 

 

NOTES from MATH DEPARTMENT: 
More and more the focus of the Math classrooms are about how to use 

math skills outside of school.   There are many ways to do this with your 

child.  For example, have your child help you find the best deals at the store 

while you are shopping.  Ask your child to divide the price by the size of the 

container ($/ounce or $/pounds).  Ask your child to tell you the best deal.  

Not only are you keeping their math skills sharp, but you are saving money 

at the same time!  Please know that our MMS Math teachers are here to 

help your child.  Should you ever need to contact the teacher, please do so. 

NOTES from SCIENCE DEPARTMENT: 
The  MMS Science department started the year off with 

a 6th grade STEM Family night!  Parents and students 

explored a rare rock collection, took a stroll in the 

STAR LAB, and even spent some time with WINK 

News Meterologist, Mary  Mays.  In addition, MMS 

participated in STEM WEEK with a school wide 

#SAVEFRED challenge.  Students worked in teams to 

save Fred, the gummy worm, and put his “life jacket” safely on him.     

ALSO ON             

JANUARY 28th        

6– 7pm in Cafe 

ALL ADVANCED AND GIFT-

ED STUDENTS ARE INVIT-

ED TO THE INAUGURAL 

CAMBRIDGE SECONDARY 

PARENT NIGHT!                    

See you there! 
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